Here's my show revis 
in 2007. 


by Martin 


First, the venue. The inaugural VARNING 
was at Saints at 30 Saint Catherine West, 
basically just off the corner of St-Laurent 
sandwiched between a sketchy electronics 
store and a sex store. It was a Blub, not a 
punk bar. It was painted all black inside, 
had multiple levels, multiple bars, and weird 
stage layout. | can't believe punks weren't 
kicked out, or maybe they were. | think 

the only other show | went to there was 
tagging along to see ATMOSPHERE with a 
friend who wanted to see him. It was not a 
venue on my radar, and was probably very 
expensive to book. You can still see the 
door for Saints on streetview if you go back 
to 2009. Since then, it's basically been a 
boarded up door until the block was finally 
turned into a upscale food court called Le 
Central which just opened recently. Saint 
Catherine was way different back then, it 
was still pretty red-light and they hadn't 
started to try to develop it yet. It was all sex 
shops, porno theaters, tiny hotels, etc. But 

I think by 2007 the 99cent pizza slice had 
already started to disappear. So I'm not sure 
what I got to eat before or during the show. 


| would've been there at 5pm sharp, both out 
of habit, and to see my hometown openers 


Screengrab trom street view, you can see the entrance 
to Saints below Club Opera at the now-unrecognizeable 
intersection of Ste-Catherine and St-Laurent 


Be About It Hardcore Fanzine: This is a cool new zine that started this summer, the = 
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The first Varning poster 


BOMBED OUT play first. This band was 
fronted by XCRAZYBENX who is a limo 
driver last | heard. Their CDR demo can be 
found on YouTube. | watched the hardcore 
block, seeing "THE" OMEGAS (as they 

are listed), and CAREER SUICIDE. I can't 
remember the OMEGAS set, having seen 
them several other times, but | do remember 
CAREER SUICIDE and this may be the show 
where the singer (a fellow Martin) told me 

his stage fright trick is to piss on his hands 
and hit himself in the face before they play. 
There were probably bad stage dives. JTA 
probably crowdsurfed either during CAREER 
SUICIDE, INEPSY, or MEANWHILE. Also 
funny coincidence that MEANWHILE is back 
this year! 


| distinctly remember seeing WARCRY 

play a short and pushing set, and | also 
remember seeing INEPSY and thinking it 
was amazing and one of the punkest things 
| had seen for the first 30 minutes and then | 
remember being annoyed they were playing 
so long. BORN DEAD ICONS were sick, but 
less memorable than the time | saw them at 
arandom loft at 1180 St Antoine (RIP). This 
must have been around their last shows? 
And I loved AFTER THE BOMBS at the time, 
them being the band that introduced me to 
that specific flavor of stenchy crust which is 
thankfully back in style today. Here's to 15 
more Varnings?? 


interviews are super cool and the design is wild. Fourteen jam packed pages on glossy 


paper, fuckin cool! 


JAVA demo: Any demo that starts with a bopping bass riff isn't getting a bad review from 
me. This demo is sick, fast, great riffs, drumming and vocals are deranged. Unchained 
punk for chain punks. Just wish the lyrics were on the bandcamp. 


PEEVE/LEATHER JACUZZI/GLORB underpass show: Was this a perfect show? Started 
off great and then just never stopped getting wilder. Flying cans, flying cones, flying people, 
almost the entire show ghosted before the cops showed up. 10 orbs out of 10 


obably had to pick just one or 
iid there were some tough 


head into a slightly less busy show season: 


VAN HORNE UNDERPASS: Another sum- 
mer of successful unpermitted shows, this 

is still my favourite “venue” to both attend 
and play at. Awesome sound. Children in the 
pit. Not a barl! | wasn’t there but it seemed 
like people really pushed the envelope with 
S.H.LT., which rules. I've gone to at least two 
absolutely killer fun shows there within the 
last month (Toronto's KLEENER and Cal- 
gary’s LEATHER JACUZZ)). The last one had 
real “end of summer” energy but | hope we'll 
get a few more before it’s too cold to play 
guitar outside. 


REALLY FUCKING GOOD BANDS: Fun 
and wild shows are important, but seeing 
punk musicians who are incredible at what 
they do truly makes me feel inspired to 
practice, start new bands, and get better. | 
was really happy to catch CELL DETH (PEI) 
for a second time this year — they play 
ultra-tight, fast hardcore, and have incredi- 
ble tone and stage presence, and everyone 
who plays in fast HC bands should make 
sure they catch them next time around. 
Toronto’s TOMB MOLD was worth shelling 
out $$ for — absolute shredders who make 
it look easy and fun. SERPENT CORPSE 
also opened that show with a ferocious en- 
ergy, and their LP release show in July was 
easily one of my highlights of the summer, 
it felt like a birthday party. Do | like metal 
now? [Answer: only if it’s played by punks]. 


BOOP A DOOP A DOOP: Dbeai!!! We love 
it. Philly’s K.O.S. playing here twice in one 
summer was such a treat. | finally caught 
Ottawa's ZEAL after several failed attempts, 
and | was NOT disappointed! Earlier this 
year we had ETERAZ (Olympia-ish) and 
BLACK DOG (N.S.) come through. Notable 
non-band mention goes to the bass player 
from AGRAVIO/DESTRUIDO (MX)’s “dbeat” 
neck tattoo. | am so ready for Varning. 


FESTS: They've been pretty evenly spaced 
so it felt somewhat manageable. Honestly, 

| think my highlight was the Initial Shock 
noise fest — the broken AC at Sotterenea 
kinda just added to the intensity of being at 
an 8-hour-long noise show. SOTO in Ot- 
tawa was also very fun this year! I’m really 
looking forward to IFO’s Search For the Sun 
in November (Details on the back!) 


Yé ou le prochain show? AskAPunk.net! BSE aco ce 


Si vous cherchez des évenements DI¥/punk Montréal, CHOATE or ss 
allez voir sur AskaPunk.net. Aucune inscription nécessaire. 4 
Pas de publicité, pas de tracking. UNCHAINED 


Welcome to our new column, where LA 
CHAINE readers give us their takes on 
what's chained... and what's unchained. 
If it's not quite clear what that means, 
Chainey illustrates here: 


UPCOMING ..: A VENIR.... 


Thursday Sept 28 — Jeudi 28 septembre 


FUGITIVE BUBBLE (Olympia), BLACK BUTTON (Richmond), ZOOMAN, 
ILLUSION @ TraXide — 20h/8pm = $10 


CHAINED 


unched(nels 
Saturday October 7 — Samedi 7 octobre 


HEADCHEESE (Kamloops), IMPLODERS (Toronto), CLOSETALKERS 
(Calgary), GLOWING ORB, BEEF @ TraXide — 21h/9pm — $15 


Sunday October 29 — Dimanche 29 octobre 
If you'd like to submit your own CHAINED 
or UNCHAINED? for a future issue, email 
la_chaine@riseup.net or text or leave a 
voicemail on the LA CHAINE hotline: 
GET-EVEN-270 (438-383-6270) 


See,,,0°° 


Chained: Checking in on somebody when 
you accidentally mosh them too hard 
Unchained: Being a shit head in the pit 


ALIEN BOYS (Vancouver); SWEAT @ TraXide (+info TBA) 


Thursday November 2 — Jeudi 2 novembre 


KJOSTAD (NY), TASKMASTER, JUTE, SKIN, PRIMITIVE ISOLATION 
TACTICS @ MAISON — 7pm/19h — $10 


Friday November 3 — Vendredi 3 novembre 


Search for the Sun gig #1. ft: BLU ANXXIETY (NYC), CYBERPLASM (Oly), 
BETON ARME, WOODSTOCK 99 (Cleveland), THE HELL (Cleveland), 
STREET GLOVES, HRT, BEEF, PEEVE @ Sotterenea/La Sala Rossa — $35 


Chained: Lyrics that have something to say 
Unchained: Lyrics that aren't on the insert 
or bandcamp 


Chained: Getting unchained at the gig 
Unchained: Getting chained with the noise 
complaint when the cops show up 


Saturday November 4 — Samedi 4 novembre 


Search for the Sun gig #2 ft: ANTISECT (UK), LIFELESS DARK (Boston), 
TAZ (NYC), PUFFER, WARKRUSHER, ZOOMAN (Ottawa), TOTAL NADA, 
SPLEEN, JAVA @ Sotterenea/La Sala Rossa — $35 


Chained: Submitting to La Chaine 
Unchained: Submitting to your instagram 
story 


Sunday Nov. 5" — Dimanche 5 novembre -~W 


oP Saag 


Chained: Crust pants 
Unchained: Raw denim 


Search for the Sun gig #3 ft: PSYCH-WAR (Philly), WARKRUSHER, JUTE 
@ L‘Achoppe — 5pm/17h — me a 


‘* 


Chained: Fireworks smoke 
Unchained: Cig smoke 


Chained: Cones out in the pit 
Unchained: Phones out in the pit 


R — Bes 
dressed. Moves and glows but no sounds 
thankfully. Plus we love a short king. 


—Martin 


2. 13-FOOT JACK SKELLINGTON — It’s 
Officially the tallest Halloween decoration 
boyfriend but it sings two different 5 second 
clips from Jack’s Lament and it’s motion sen- 
sor is very sensitive (also it moves and it's silly) 


LA CHAINE is a free, monthly-ish news- 
letter and show listing from the Montreal 
DIY punk scene. We are always accept- 
ing submissions in english and/or french 
of: punk shows, local show/release 
reviews, photos, artwork and classifieds 
(ISO bandmate/jamspace, missed con- 
nections, etc) 


THE DEADLINE TO SUB- 
MIT TO THE NEXT ISSUE 
(#12) IS OCTOBER 31, 2023 


Toronto's KLEENER at Van Horne underpass on 
September 2, 2023 


1. 12-FOOT GIANT SKELETON — OG 
takes the cake again. It's when those massive 
LED eyes find you on the sales floor for me. 
Asilent broody type, Home Depot's most 
eligible halloween decoration bachelor. 


RUNNER UP: 5.5-FOOT WITCH — Thoa 
bodacious babe with glowing red eyes !!! We 
are basically the same height and they did her 
very dirty with that outfit. 


f email: la_chaine@riseup.net 
iy if text/call: GET-EVEN-270 (4se-283-6270) 
i i web: hitps://438punk.house/@la_chaine 


(back issues are posted on archive.org) 


iment LA CHAINE (et on aime Bruce!) 


